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Upcoming Programs 

March 6, Yakima Arboretum, Native Plant Society:  David James on Moxee Bog and the Silver-bordered Fritillary 
 
March 15, Spokane:  Ann Potter on Treasure Hunting: Five Eastern Washington Butterfly Species of Conservation Con-
cern, and what we are doing to track them. With Jon Pelham on video on Basic Butterfly Biology 
 
April 5, Seattle:  Jon Pelham 
 
April 16, Spokane:  Brook Swanson on Beetle Defenses 
 
May 3, Seattle:  David James on Butterfly Boom or Bust: The Ecology of Irruptions 
 
May 17, Spokane:  David Jennings on Humble Bumblebees 
 
July 14-17, Ellensburg:  Annual Conference 
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The Washington Butterfly Association announces the 2017 WBA Scholarship for Young Naturalists, ages 10-17, for 

three kids who have the motivation and interest to study butterflies a bit.  These scholarships are generously funded by 

the estate of our beloved Idie Ulsh, founder of WBA.  Winners will meet our group of some 40-60 participants at El-

lensburg, WA, the weekend of July 14-16 for field trips and lectures with some of the most highly knowledgeable but-

terfly experts in the state, this year to include Dr. David James and David Nunnallee, authors of Life Histories of Cas-

cadia Butterflies .  What is unique about this scholarship is that we fund expenses not only for the young people who 

win, but also a parent or guardian to accompany them. Please encourage your sons, daughters, grandchildren, nieces, 

nephews, students, scouts, neighbor kids and all others to give us a look and apply!  Applications will be accepted from 

February through April 1, 2017, with winners to be announced in May.   Limited to residents of Washington, Oregon 

and Idaho.  Download scholarship application from:   

https://wabutterflyassoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/WBA-Scholarship-Application2017.doc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our discomfort with collecting specimens robs some youngsters of the enthusiasm they and their young families would 

need to join us. So, why not collect with a camera? Most youngsters now have cell phones capable of taking quite good 

photos. The initial idea was for a butterfly photo club in which youngsters could share photos and experiences. But but-

terflies comprise a small and seasonal niche. So, maybe better a Nature Photo Club. 

 

A new social media site, Zaaha (see http://zaahah.com/site/page/about_us) is designed specifically for participation by 

K - 12 students, has good safeguards to maintain safety, and looks like a good platform for setting up a Nature Photo 

Club for kids. If you have thoughts about this, please share them with Al Wagar at jalanwagar@gmail.com 

Young Naturalist Scholarships  

Nature Photo Club for Kids?  

 

 

 

The Washington Butterfly Association announces its annual conference for the 2017 season! We will be meeting at the 

Swauk-Teanaway Grange Hall near Cle Elum, Washington, starting the evening of Friday, July 14, when David Nun-

nallee will provide an introduction to the impressive diversity of butterfly species we may encounter on our field trips 

in the central Cascades. David James, professor of Entomology at WSU, will provide our keynote address on butterfly 

conservation issues in Washington on Saturday night, after our group members have enjoyed any of several field trip 

options in the lush mountains and canyons in the vicinities of Ellensburg and Cle Elum. You may expect to find a vari-

ety of blues, checkerspots, coppers and fritillaries, as well as some of 

the more familiar whites, sulphurs and swallowtails. Lodging will be 

available at the Ellensburg Super 8 Motel and the Ellensburg Econo-

Lodge. There are many other lodging options. Campsites may be re-

served at several Forest Service campgrounds along Highway 903, 

past Roslyn, or at Taneaum Campground or Mineral Springs 

Campground. WBA hopes that this conveniently central and perhaps 

familiar location will draw enthusiastic participation from around our 

region! Please see our upcoming newsletter special conference edition 

for further details. 

2017 Annual Conference  
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Five Eastern WA Butterflies  In Need of Monitoring  

By Wendy Connally and Regina Johnson 

Presidentõs Message from John Baumann 

Greetings from the snowbound Inland Northwest!  It will be a while before I begin to see any Lepidoptera in my snow-

covered Spokane butterfly garden.   We take heart in the fact that this was not the case across the state in January.  In 

Issaquah, our friend, Darcie Curley, had a Red Admiral land on her knee and even remain long enough for a photo on 

January 21st! This fascinating record has grabbed the attention of our local lepidopterist community, and may even be 

included in Bob Pyle's new field guide. Congratulations to Darcie, for helping us celebrate  citizen science!  David 

James tells us that the "Admirable", Vanessa atalanta, seems to have recently developed a hardiness to overwinter in 

the adult stage of its life cycle, a phenomenon observed previously in Britain, but never so clearly here in Washington. 

 

Please stay tuned: there will be a number of exciting developments coming to WBA in 

the coming season. Regarding citizen science, we expect to offer assistance to Ann 

Potter and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife by tracking populations of 

five different scarce butterfly species, ranging from the Monarch to the Silver-bordered 

Fritillary to the Yuma Skipper. We expect soon to announce a training weekend for 

this important volunteer work.   It will be offered free of charge in early May in the 

Spokane area, and will consist of one day of class time followed by field experience 

the next.  Weather permitting, we'll head out with our newfound skills for Juniper 

Dunes to search for the Juniper Hairstreak.  

 

We will also be looking to survey species at several Department of Natural Resources sites where butterfly populations 

have yet to be monitored.  WBA members and friends may join board member Melanie Weiss on her weekly surveys 

of the Naches Loop Trail to inventory butterflies and plant phenology for the National Park Service. Please see our 

website for details or find her contact info at he end of this newsletter.  Dr. David James will be working with Yakima 

area conservation groups on restoring Moxee Bog as a habitat for the Silver Bordered Fritillary. And as a helpful con-

servation reminder for all pollinators, Spokane area volunteers will be invited to assist in developing a butterfly garden 

in the Manito Park area of Spokane.   Last but not least, please check out our website for several upcoming convenient 

enhancements and additions, including capacity to renew your membership online. 

 

We  look forward to starting up field trips again with perhaps some early scabland visits to locations like Schnebly 

Coulee, near Vantage, or Fishtrap Lake in Lincoln County. Others will be scheduled for some of your favorite loca-

tions. If you are interested in leading a trip yourself at any point in the season, please get in touch with us through con-

tact information in this newsletter or at our website! 

 

Members in our remote locations who tuned in to the webcast of David Jennings' presentation on bumblebees this 

week can be assured that we will continue developing our webcasting services, and will be offering more webcasts in 

the future. We apologize that the fine photography and diagrams that David had intended to show were not visible in 

the webcast, but this material  will be available online at our website.  The technical challenges attending that broadcast 

will be resolved. 

 

Here's hoping for warming weather with the lengthening days, and the optimal balance of spring sun and rain for a ter-

rific flight of Northwest butterflies in 2017. Good hunting! 

 

 

 

Washington's State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) is a comprehensive plan for conserving the state's fish and wildlife 

and the natural habitats on which they depend. It is part of a nationwide effort by all 50 states and 5 U.S. territories to 

develop conservation action plans and participate in the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants (SWG) Program. The SWG 

Program supports state actions that broadly benefit wildlife and habitats, but particularly "Species of Greatest Conser-

vation Need (SGCN)" identified by each state. 

(Continued on page 4) 

4ÈÅ )ÓÓÁÑÕÁÈ !ÄÍÉÒÁÌȟ ΧȾΨΧȾΧέȢ               ɉ$Ȣ #ÕÒÌÅÙɊ 
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The SGCN list starts with species already state-listed as threatened, endangered or sensitive, then adds other species 

which need conservation attention.  The plan identifies known threats and information gaps, then outlines  conservation 

actions for SGCN and the habitats on which they depend. The idea is to protect and recover rare species while keeping 

common species common, preventing the need to list where possible. Data collected under this plan will inform future 

updates of the Species of Concern and Priority Habitats and Species lists, as well as other conservation planning pro-

cesses throughout the agency.  See http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/cwcs/ for the 2015 Washington State Wildlife Ac-

tion Plan. 

 

Thirty-three butterfly species are included in the 2015 WA SWAP as Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN). 

Five of these are proposed to be the focus of a possible new spring-summer citizen science project in eastern Washing-

ton, to help fill in information gaps: 

 

¶ Boloria bellona toddi (Meadow Fritillary) 

¶ Boloria selene atrocostalis (Silver-bordered Fritillary) 

¶ Callophrys gryneus Columbia Basin segregate (Juniper Hairstreak) 

¶ Danaus plexippus (Monarch), and 

¶ Ochlodes yuma (Yuma skipper) 

 

The Washington Butterfly Association (WBA) has reached out to Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) for support and guidance to conduct surveys meaningful to butterfly conservation. Field efforts east of the 

Cascades ï detection, survey, and mapping ï would help natural resources managers better understand the current distri-

bution, habitat associations, threats, life history and status of these five butterfly SGCN. That knowledge and well-

collected data could inform future surveys, monitoring, research, habitat restoration, outreach and other conservation 

actions.   

 

WDFW and WBA are working together to develop a potential field project and determine how we can best: 

¶ add reliable vetted butterfly observations to WDFWôs data for these five SGCN; 

¶ provide information on occupancy of accessible historic locales; 

¶ collect information on butterfly SGCN life history and habitat association;  

¶ develop butterfly identification and survey skills specific to the five SGCN; 

¶ broaden public awareness of butterfly conservation needs in eastern Washington; and, 

¶ support a positive public wildlife-watching experience with prompt feedback to the project participants.  

 

This work (or a portion of it) could potentially continue in subsequent years to build better long-term data sets and con-

servation understanding.  Observations collected through this project would be available to a number of conservation 

partners:  WDFW, Washington Butterfly Association, Xerces Society, The Lepidopteristsô Society, and university re-

searchers, to name a few. 

 

WBA would be asked to engage and recruit qualified members and coordinate with participants; to provide volunteer 

management, data review and quality assurance prior to review with WDFW; and to collaborate with WDFW on an end

-of-season workshop and participant feedback.  

 

WDFW can provide and/or facilitate survey guidance and protocols, training workshop(s), data collection tools for 

WBA surveyors to use, data review and entry into the WDFW database, a findings summary, an end-of-season work-

shop for participant feedback, and reporting.  The post-season assessment and findings summary will inform whether or 

how we can continue our work together into the future. 

 

Ideally, the project will create a self-sustaining framework for WBA to focus on these species for several years, a com-

munication pathway between WDFW and WBA for shared priorities, and better data to inform butterfly conservation 

action. 

(Continued from page 3) 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/cwcs/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/cwcs/2015/public_draft_sep2015/appendix_a5_inverterbrates.pdf
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Number Twenty-eight 

 

Butterflies (and Butterfliers!) as Botanists 

 

One of our great mentors at the University of Washington in the late 'sixties was 

the great botanist Arthur R. Kruckeberg. Much later the author of durable books 

including The Natural History of Puget Sound Country, Gardening with Native 

Plants, and Geology and Plant Life, we knew him in those early days as a master 

teacher and the faculty advisor for our campus conservation club. He was also 

splendid afield, where he was often found together with his boon companion and 

fellow professor Frank Richardson, the mammalogist and ornithologist, each 

sporting  his white goatee and pipe. I'm not sure I would have made it through 

my undergraduate years without the two of them, and their brave support for a 

young would-be naturalist in a modern university. 

 

So it was a giant surprise and honor when, decades later, I got to teach alongside Art at the Spring Naturalists' Retreats 

of the North Cascades Institute. For several years running, we spent five charmed days leading our field classes over 

roughly parallel trails on Sun Mountain in the Methow Valley.  Thea, equally adept with wildflowers and butterflies, 

danced back and forth between us, assisting both classes. Art and I planned our routes 

to converge on an old homestead at lunchtime, where picnic tables sat around a mead-

ow beneath an enormous pioneer lilac bush. As the botany students and butterfliers 

broke bread together, Art and I arrayed ourselves on one of the tabletops and 

launched a volley of give-and-take conversation about plants, insects, and their co-

evolution. Each of us had his holy implement beside him: for Art, it was his prized 

"Daubenmire Stick," a black-and-white graded scaling rod given him by the great bot-

anist Rexford F. Daubenmire of WSU. For me, it was my beloved butterfly net Mar-

sha, crafted of a Colorado cottonwood limb. I imagine we two bearded nature-geezers 

resembled landlocked Neptunes, with Dauby Stick and Marsha for tridents. 

 

Often as not, a big female Pale Tiger Swallowtail would alight on the lilac and tank 

up on sweet nectar, or an Echo Azure would flicker through on its high road into some flowering shrub or tree, and 

we'd be off  with correlation, speculation, and disputation. It was fun for us, and I don't doubt for the students, to see 

that kind of biological give-and-take. The stories of plant scientists and entomologists collaborating to learn how plants 

and insects collaborate  just flew back and forth. "Didn't Darwin say...," Art would offer; and I'd respond with some-

thing from Paul Ehrlich or Lincoln Brower. Art called it our "Alphonse & Gaston" act. "Or is it Abbot & Costello?", 

I'd quip. But quite apart from any entertainment value our jolly colloquy might have had, or its value in keeping it in-

teresting for ourselves year after year, the point was surely taken home with every participant that you don't get butter-

flies without plants. As Art liked to say, quoting Goethe, "Alles ist Blatt!"ðeverything is leaf! 

 

Another one of our great teachers at the UW was C. Leo Hitchcock, editor of 

the monolithic Flora of the Pacific Northwest. Thea (who later served as 

Hitchie's herbarium assistant) and I both had the great good fortune of taking 

Botany 113 (Local Flora) from him, and to this day I consider it the most valu-

able class I've ever had, along with typing. For when one is basically acquaint-

ed with the families of plants, and a number of representative genera and spe-

cies, the green world opens up, and the connection between plants and insects 

becomes not only obvious, but also possible to parse. You can go forth any-

where and, as Anne Zwinger writes in The Near-sighted Naturalist, feel a little 

at home if you "recognize some friends (nice old Mr.Agave, dear Aunt Mus-

tard, and dearest friend, Anenome). " And that can make all the difference to a 

butterflier, and to her success in field or garden. 

Watching Washington Butterflies with Bob Pyle 

#ÏÌÕÍÂÉÁ "ÌÕÅ ÏÖÉÐÏÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ 
%ÒÉÏÇÏÎÕÍȢ  ɉ-Ȣ 7ÅÉÓÓɊ 

2ÅÄ !ÄÍÉÒÁÌ ÃÁÔÅÒÐÉÌÌÁÒ ÏÎ ÎÅÔÔÌÅȢ  ɉ-Ȣ 7ÅÉÓÓɊ 

0ÁÌÅ 4ÉÇÅÒ 3×ÁÌÌÏ×ÔÁÉÌ ÏÎ ÌÉÌÁÃȢ  ɉ2Ȣ 0ÙÌÅɊ 
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My title "Butterflies as Botanists" is a bit of a jape, since not only butterflies and moths 

but all herbivorous insects are evolved to know the plants upon which they depend with 

exquisite and mortal intimacy.  Imagine a Monarch that couldn't tell the difference be-

tween a milkweed and a milk vetch. It wouldn't leave any offspring, and that's how nat-

ural selection works: it rewards reproductive adeptitude. Monarchs and milkweeds have 

co-evolved for many thousands of years, so they both know what to expect of each oth-

er. Plants can cope with the predators they become used to, and those predators do best 

by specializing on reliable cropsðespecially if they can derive double-duty from them,  

such as protective toxins as well as basic nutrition.  Hackberry- feeding snout butterflies 

have been found fossilized with hackberry leaves millions of years old. 

 

But the other partð"Butterfliers as Botanistsðdeserves our close attention. I find few experiences in the field more sat-

isfying than checking out a stand of plants with the hope or expectation that a particular type of butterfly will be there, 

and lo!, it actually is. I remember the first colony of Hoary Elfins I found in the state, while working on Watching Wash-

ington Butterflies in 1970. Having known from boyhood in Colorado that the species frequented kinnikinnick or bear-

berry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi), I pulled over to examine a roadside blanket of this plant near Littlerock in Thurston 

County.  No sooner did I give Marsha a swish over the pink flowers and dark green leaves than an elfin popped up, then 

another, and several more in quick succession. That was fun! Not as much fun, a few years later, was whacking acres of 

Kinnikinnick at Leadbetter Point to find that every little butterfly responding was a Brown Elfin, quite happy with Bear-

berry as well as Salal, or else a Pine Elfin from the Shore Pines all around. It doesn't always work; you do have to be 

where the butterfly actually occurs. 

 

On another occasion, I was seeking Sandia Hairstreaks in New Mexico. This butterfly, 

though beautiful coppery-green, hefty, and highly distinctive, wasn't even discovered 

until it turned up in a 4-H collection in 1958! I'd never seen it before, and was hoping 

to find it for the Butterfly Big Year in 2008. I'd checked patches of the hostplant, No-

lina, a monocot called Beargrass (but not related to our plant of that name) in the Mag-

dalena Mountains and near Socorro and White Sands, without success.  But at the type 

locality in the Sandia Mountains near Albuquerque, the Nolina was abundant and 

jumping with Callophrys macfarlandi. Again it paid off to know the plant and hang 

around it. Many of us could name dozens of such experiences. 

 

Of course, it's always pleasant and sometimes productive simply to cruise the countryside, looking for what pops up; and 

frequenting colorful clusters of nectar flowers often gives good results. Clearly, you don't positively have to be profi-

cient at plant identification to enjoy butterflies. But in my experience and that of many friends and colleagues, the better 

your botany, the more butterflies you'll findðespecially specialists and rarities.  And commoner kinds get commoner 

yet when you seek them at their "headquarters", as the old lepidopterists put it. Want admirables, angles, and torts? Look 

for nettles! Fancy some frits? Go for Violas! Hoping for Viceroys, Cloaks, and Sylvan Hairstreaks? Wander among the 

willows! And of course everyone in WBA knows by now that dotted and spangled blues haunt buckwheats (=G'nums).   

 

Not that such a strategy is foolproof. Readers of this column will know that I have 

made myself a frequent fixture of Asotin County Hackberry groves without find-

ing Hackberry Butterflies; but if we ever do, that's where they will be. Nor is this 

approach limited to wildlands in its application. Obviously, the better butterfly 

garden will be the botanically sophisticated one. You can take a short cut, and 

learn along the way, by obtaining , following ,and studying the Xerces Society's 

beautiful and highly useful new book, Gardening for Butterflies. 

 

No one will any longer have the good luck that Thea and I enjoyed to learn our 

plants at the feet of Art Kruckeberg or C. Leo Hitchcock. Their like will not come 

again. But there are still some excellent field botanists in the teaching ranks, both 

in the colleges and the summer institutes. There is a lot of help and plant fellow-

ship available in the Washington Native Plant Society, including Study Weekends 

and ID-intensive field trips where learning comes fast. And if none of this appeals 

-ÏÎÁÒÃÈ ÃÁÔÅÒÐÉÌÌÁÒ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ 
ÍÉÌË×ÅÅÄȢ  ɉ-ÁÔÔÈÅ× (ÕÌÌɊ 

-ÉÌÂÅÒÔȭÓ 4ÏÒÔÏÉÓÅÓÈÅÌÌ ÃÁÔÅÒÐÉÌÌÁÒ 
ÏÎ ÎÅÔÔÌÅȢ  ɉ-Ȣ 7ÅÉÓÓɊ 

(ÏÁÒÙ %ÌǢÎ ÏÎ +ÉÎÎÉËÉÎÎÉÃËȢ  ɉ*Ȣ "ÁÕÍÁÎÎɊ 








