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From the President's Desk byldie Ulsh 

Welcome to the first issue of the \v'BA - Washington Butterfly _,\ssociation - Newsletter! \Ve are a young group, and very 
enthusiastic in our pursuit of watching and photographing the butterflies of Washington! There are several ways to reflect on 
what we are doing and why we are here: 

• Watching, photographing, and (sometimes) rearing Washington butterflies, enjoying their natural beauty, diversity of form
and color, and learning more about ho\v they live in their natural environments. 

• At one end of the spectrum are those interested in the basic appreciation of butterfly form and color, while at the other
end some want to learn and underst'lnd the scientific details. Ivfost of us fall somewhere in between - there is room for all of 
us, no matter what level we might be interested in pursuing. 

• Our activities range from Butterfly Gardening at home to campaigning to preserve species and habitats in whatever way
we can within \v'BA, and ,vith the support of the parent NABA, and other organizations .. 

• Ivfost of all, we want to have fun watching butterflies, promote and enjoy the fellowship and connection among members,
appreciating our mm diversity and learning as we expand and grow \v'BA activities. 

Here are some particulars that you will want to know: 

\v'BA Meetings are the FIRST Wednesday of each month in 2000: January 5, February 2, March 1, April 5, May 3,June 7, 
July 5, August 2, September 6, October 4, November 1, December 6. 

Meetings are held at the UW Center for Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 41" Street), begin at 7:00 p.m., using the first fifteen 
minutes for social reception and viewing of displays. 
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.Announcements and Coming Events 

WBA Meeting Programs 

• Feb 2: "Springtime Blues - Part 1" Jon Pelham and Dave Nunnallee will show slides and discuss key
characters to help identify members of this group.

• March 1: ''Butterfly Gardening" - Claire Hagen Dole shares invaluable tips on attracting butterflies to your yard.

• April 5: Butterflies of the Amazon - Dave & Jo Nunnallee share their recent adventures to the Amazon

Washington Field Trips in 2000 

General Field Trip Notes: 

• Be prepared to pay drivers for gas - - costs may differ depending on the length of the trip (Carpool drivers do 
not pay, and receive the gas money).

• Trip limits are 14 people+ the trip leader, \WA members have priority.

• Before March 12 contact Idie Ulsh , after March 12 please contact Richard Lindstrom  for further trip details

l'viarch 2000 
1) Saturday, March 25, 2000

Schnebley Coulee *, Kittitas County 
(Eastern Washington) 

April2000 
2) Saturday, April 8, 2000

Juniper Dunes*, Franklin County 
(Eastern Washington) 

* Trip dates may change (earlie1; later, or be canceled) depending
011 the upcoming season. Also, additi.ona! trips may be scheduled
on a short-term basis. Updates and Ji1rther annotmi.menls ,viii be

made bv the trib leaders Prior to and d11ni12 that month. 

j'yfay 2000 
3) Saturday, May 6, 2000

Lake Cushman*, Mason County, 
(Western Washington) 

4) Saturday, May 13, 2000
Scatter Creek*, Thurston Country 

(Western Washington) 

5) Saturday, May 20, 2000
Durr Road/Umtanum Ridge*, 

Kittitas Country 
(Eastern Washington) 

• N_,\BA Biennial Meeting, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, May 18-21, 2000. See NABA website for details

• \\113_,\ Annual Meeting, Dates to be announced
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Welcoming Words from Tom O'Connell 

\'{/hat could be more fun that being a part of something brand new? Especially if that something is likely to last a long time 
and prove to be important in the future oflots of people like ones self? That "spirit'' pervades \WA, as some of us have taken 
to calling our new Washington Butterfly Association. 

Exactly forty years ago, I had a hand in starting another institution: I was the founding president of the first community 
college in what was to become a bustling state system in Massachusetts. The few of us folks who were in on the start-up of 
that two-year college even got to name it (Berkshire Community College), and to choose the college colors (Blue and Green). 

I have been reminded several times of those heady days since Idie Ulsh assembled some of us ardent butterfliers to form a 
new institution - our very own. We would be following the lead of several dozen other states and regions to be part of a parent 
organization - also very new - the North American Butterfly Association, Inc. (known as NAB.A). 

Some of us who formed part of that tiny group called together by Idie in early 1999 were relatively new butterfliers, like me, 
and some had butterflied for decades and had become professionals, like Jonathan Pelham, or long time, capable amateurs like 
Dave Nunnallee and Idie Ulsh. Some of us like best to go out into the field to identify butterflies we spot. Some of us are 
interested in photographing butterflies. Some of us are active butterfly gardeners ( do I qualify if all I have is to plant one 
butterfly bush - Buddleia davidii - in my tiny Seattle patio? \v'ell, never mind about my qualifications, since I started to write 
this I have enjoyed watching a Woodland Skipper and A Cabbage White flitting around my solitary bush. I FEEL like a 
butterfly gardener.) 

And now our small group of starters-up have been joined by more than sixty otl1ers of you (now more than a 100! - Ed.) 
who have signed up to be part of our new ''\WA." We're off and running! I'll bet we'll some day be nearly as active and 
bubbling as our older sister in Los Angeles - called "LANABA, " if you please! I've been privileged to butterfly with some of 
the ''LANABA's," and have learned a lot from them. 

I'm glad that, like some of you, I have added butterflying to birding as among my favorite activities, and I'm glad I'm one of 
you in being "present at the creation" of\v'BA. 

By Tom O'Connell (September 2, 1999) 

Special Notes - Mardon Skipper Now Considered ''Endangered" 

The Fish and Wildlife Commission has recently changed the status for the L'.1.ardon Skipper (Polites mardon),. The following 
excerpt is from the December, 1999 \Vtldlife Diversity Division Monthly Report. 

"Listing Activity - Presented listing activity proposals for the Mardon Skipper, Northern Leopard Frog, and Olympic 
Mud.minnow to the Fish and Wildlife Commission. The Commission unanimously approved the recommendations to classify 
the i\l[ardon Skipper and Northern Leopard Frog as endangered species, and to designate the Olympic Mud.minnow as a 
sensitive species." 

WBA Open Positions 

The \WA is looking for members who want to contribute some time and energy into supporting various aspects of our 
organization. \v'e are looking for: 

• i\. Program Chair Person
• A Book Sales Person (also T-shirts and other items sold by WBA)
• Publicity Person

If you have interest in these positions, please contact Idie Ulsh, for more information. Washington Butterfly Association, 

PO Box 31317, Seattle, WA 98103-1317 





Feature: WBA Members - Earlier Days ( cont.) by J\1:i.ke Van Bus.kirk 

\v'e came back to Slate Peak in 1972, since the Astarte Fritilla,y only flies on even-numbered years, and it was even more 
exciting than the first trip! By then we were a little more seasoned, and had learned much in the two years away. During the 
first day walking along the ridge near Slate Peak, both Jon and I were stmding next to Dr. Dave McCorkle as he netted the 
first specimen of the LJ1stro11s Copper(Lycaena mprea sn01v1) ever seen in \v'ashington! 

It was exciting to do those trips for the first time thirty years ago, and fun to realize we can do it again this coming season, 
since it is an even-numbered year, and good for the Astarte F1itilla,y, lvfelissa Arr:tic, and LJ1stro11s Coppe,: I think a \v'BA field trip 
to Hart's Pass and Slate Peak this coming summer is one of the ways we can really celebrate the new millennium! 

Species Profile: The Painted Lady by Dave Nunnallee 

Although WBA is less than a year old we have already established a tradition, which we call the Species Profile. At each 
membership meeting one of our members presents an in-depth discussion, together with slides, of one species of butterfly. 
For the newsletter we will recap one of these profiles, and for this issue it "'ill be the Painted lady. 

The Painted Lady, Vanessa card11i (kar'-doo-ee), belongs to the very large family ofbrushfoot, or Nymphalid, butterflies, the 
largest butterfly family in the world. This family includes admirals, anglewings, tortoiseshells, fritillaries, checkerspots and 
crescents, and is currently being expanded to include many other major groups. 

T11e Painted Lady is considered the most cosmopolit,n butterfly in the world, occurring throughout much of Eurasia, Africa, 
North America, nortl1ern South America, and even Australia. Locally the 'Lady' occurs throughout Washington State, and has 
been reported here from early April to mid November. 

But the Painted Lady cannot survive Washington's cool winters. Each fall some are thought to migrate south, probably to 
California, but most remain :in \v'ashington where virtually all perish, and each spring replacements must migrate back nortl, to 
repopulate our state. The Painted Lady is a common species £urtl,er soutl1, but its abundance is extremely variable here :in 
\'v'ashington, depending on population outbursts further south. During the sUlllffier of 1999 Painted Ladies were virtually 
absent from \Vashington State, but in some years the species is so abundant that tele'\t�sion news broadcasts sometimes cover 
the event As Painted Ladies are widely sold commercially for classroom use and for weddings, aberrant sightings may occur 
:in Washington Stste at any time. 

Painted Lady larvae (caterpillars) feed on a wide variety of food plants, which is surely critical to the world"�de success of the 
species. Locally the larvae most often prefer thistles, where they build :individual silk nests for protection. The caterpillar 
pupates :into a rather spiny, hanging chrysalis, gray to gold colored, sometimes on the food plant but more often on nearby 
plants. 

Larva - Last Instar Chrysalis Adult - Dorsal View 
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Membership Form 

I.inks and Web Sites 

Each month we'll add a few more electronic links for members, so that you will be able to access different butterfly 
references. 

Butterflies of North .America (Great photographs!) 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/ resource/ distr/lepid/bflyusa/bflyusa.htrn

Finally ... 

• Did you take some great butterfly watching trips last year that you'd like to tell us about?

• Do you have some butterfly gardening tips to share?

• Or, some other story to tell us?

Please consider writing these up, or anything that you would W,e to share about \Vashington Butterflies or your adventures 
with them. \Ve welcome any and all of your contributions to the \VEA Newsletter! Thanks ! 

https://wabutterflyassoc.org/membership/




