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Introducing the New WBALogo! 

WBA's new logo, shown at the top of this page, was designed by Mary Maxwell-Young, WBA member 
from Seattle. The new logo says it all about WBA--showing a white butterfly on a green field in the shape 
of Washington state. We're very grateful to Mary for the beautiful design. 

And Asking You to Help Name the Newsletter 

Now that we have an elegant logo, we would like to redesign the newsletter, and give it a name. If you 
have any suggestions, email them to . Be creative; be daring, be silly if that's your mood. We'll consider 
all your suggestions. 

WBAMeeting Programs 

WBA meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month. They are held at the UW Center for 
Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle) and begin at 7:00 p.m. The first fifteen minutes are used 
for social reception and viewing of displays. 

A new feature ruis been added to the next few WBA meetings-the "Two Three Four Five Book Sale". 
You can purchase books that have been donated to WBA. You decide wruit you want to pay: $2.00, $3.00, 
$4.00 or $5.00 and the book is yours. There is an interesting selection of books about nature, gardening, 
and unevnected tonics. Check it out! Proceeds of the book sale sunnort WBA. 

October 3: Share the Wealth: Butterfly slides from members. Bring your own slides for show 
and/ or identification. Don't miss this one .. .it's always fun, informal and informative! 

November 7: From Prairies to Mountaintops, Jon Pelham. Learning the habitats will help us 
locate the species we want to see. 

December 5: Butterflies of Belize. Bob Hardwick will share superb photos from his recent trip to 
Belize. 

WBA Featured in Butt<:rfly Gardener 

Washington Butterfly Association is a featured Cruipter in B11tte,jly Gardener, a publication of the North 
American Butterfly Association (NABA). The Summer 2001 issue features a full-page article by WBA's Tom 
O'Connell and photographs by Martha Robinson. (Ibose of you who are NABA members should have 
received a copy.) 

Confessions of a BeginningButtedlier: 
Butterflying While Traveling by Tom O'Omnell 

We beginners and semi-beginners can have just as much fun as advanced butterfliers. Certainly while we 
are traveling and on our own--on vacation, for example-we can make our own searches for new and 
different butterflies. Except in winter conditions, any trip away from our usual haunts opens up 
possibilities whenever we can find some time to get out in the field. All we need is a pair of close-focus 
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possibilities whenever we can find some time to get out in the field. All we need is a pair of close-focus 
binocs and a field guide (some of us like to take our nets along but that's a personal choice and certainly 
not essential.) 

As to binocs, see the excellent article on page 24 of the Summer issue of "American Butterflies." It is by 
Gary M. Fellers and is entitled "Binoculars for Butterflying." It tells you just about everything you need to 
know except how to find the money for this fairly expensive investment. 

As to field guides, Jeffrey Glassberg's three books on "Butterflying Through Binoculars" now cover any 
place you're going in the lower 48. There are also available some fine regional guides for butterflying spots 
you might be visiting in southeastern Arizona, Florida or California. For our own state and region, Bob 
Pyle's book, "Butterflies of Cascadia" will soon be out. If you're going further afield than the U. S., there 
are many country-by-country guides and I recommend searching for them before you go---or, if you're as 
much of an enthusiast as I am, perhaps before you even decide where to go. 

Personally, I don't like to look for butterflies if I'm in a place where there is no good, complete guide. I 
just get frustrated. For example, Mexico has splendid butterflies but for most regions there is no guide 
available. There is, though, a fine guide for Baja California which Richard Llndstrom and I used during a 
trip down there not long ago. 

I've found some particularly useful guides for far-off places I've been fortunate enough to visit. For 
example, there's a super guide for all of Europe, part of the Collins guide series. I've located OK guides 
for individual provinces and countries from Alberta to Egypt. For a good list of available guides, with 
descriptions, I use "BioQuip Products," 17803 La Salle Avenue, Gardena, Ca. 90248-3602, phone 
(310)324-0620, Fax (310)324-7931, e-mail: bioquip@aol.com, web page: www.bioquip.com. They'll ship
guides to you. Closer to home, Seattle Audubon Society, 8050 35th Avenue N.E, and Flora and Fauna
Books on First Avenue in the Pioneer Square neighborhood in Seattle have many good guides and of
course it's often helpful to check out a book in hand before buying it.
If you'd like to discuss your travel plans vis-a-vis butterflying possibilities, give me a call at (206) 860 9569.
If I can't help you, I bet I can find another WBA board member who could.

Species Profile: 
Nuttall's Sbeepmoth-Heinileucanuttali, Family Saturnidae by David Nunnallee 

Our species profile for this issue is a large, attractive moth, the Nuttall's Sheepmoth. There are 18 
species of Sheepmoths (genus Hemile11ca) in the United States. Three of these are closely related and 
widespread in Washington. A fourth species, more distantly related and different in appearance, occurs 
along our southeast border with Oregon. Sheepmoths are large, attractive Saturnid (Giant Silk) moths, 
which fly diurnally ( during the day). In flight they are easily confused with butterflies, but can be 
distinguished by their rapid ertatic flight, and their "crash landings". 

The Nuttall's Sheepmoth occurs in southeastern British Columbia and much of the western United 
States, east to the Rocky Mountains, south to northern Arizona and west to the Sierra Nevada and 
Cascade Mountains. In Washington, nuttali is found only east of the Cascade Mountains. Nuttall's 
Sheepmoth flies in arid portions of Washington in sagebrush steppe, pinyon-juniper woodland and 
sagebrush meadows. It may occasionally be found flying with its two closest relatives. 

The host plants for Nuttall's Sheepmoth larvae are bitterbrush, snowberry and currant. These host 
plants are also used by the Western (Elegant) Sheepmoth, Hemile11ca egla11teri11a, but its other close relative, 
the Hera Buckmoth (Hemile11ca hera) feeds on sagebrush. 
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It grew late, and since there was little collecting to be done, a walkabout was definitely in order. The 
sun, though relatively low on the horizon, still gave us late afternoon illumination. Lars, Glenn and I 
climbed to the adjacent ridge to take advantage of the view. What a view it was! To the north and south 
of us were series of ridges, each like the one we stood upon, as far as we could see. To the west, a lowland 
of boggy tundra, with meandering streams and ten billion mosquitoes. To the east (and up and up) were 
the Richardsons, a barren landscape amazing to those of us accustomed to a planet so full of life. Our 
spirits soared! 

Glenn, an energetic and ebullient fellow, suggested that no finer place existed to celebrate the summer 
solstice. The only thing missing was the proper libation, and the tw:inkle in Glenn's eyes suggested that a 
solution existed near at hand. After a pell-mell descent, bouncing, sliding and bounding, Glenn frantically 
disgorged the contents of his pack onto the ground. With an unheard (but clearly visible) "Aha!" he turns 
again to ascend to us, with Jon and Sigrid trailing (Ken was "somnolent"). 

With the good fortune and the timing that comes with serendipity, we rejoined near midnight. Glenn 
plied us with a fine brandy, and we toasted the longest day as well as our company. For all the obvious 
reasons, this moment lives with me still. 

PREPARATION 
Our trip was planned well in advance. We prepared all the food, equipment, maps we needed. We spent 

several months scouring the available literature for info1mation as to where and when we should be. 
Finally; we sought and received all the advice and insight that Jon Shepard could give us regarding places 
of special concern. As we began our journey, we realized that many decisions about where to stop along 
the way would be made according to our own experience and the weather. 

Our route was from Seattle to Vancouver, thence north up the Fraser River Valley, passing through 
Hope, 100 Mile House, Williams Lake, Quesnel, Prince George, until we arrived at the beginning of the 
Alaska-Canadian Highway at Dawson Creek The plan was to avoid diversions in the early part of the trip, 
so that we might spend some time in the Peace River District of British Columbia, in the vicinity of 
Dawson Creek From there we expected to stop next in the vicinity of Stone Mountain Provincial Park, 
where we were to do some exploration for Jon Shepard. After this last site, there were no planned stops, 
save for rest, until we arrived in the Ogilvie Mountains, on the Dempster Highway. Remarkably, our 
itinerary fell right into place. We left Seattle at noon, the first of June 1989 and arrived at Windy Pass in 
the Ogilvie Mountains early on the morning of the sixth of June. There was much between, as I will relate 
in future articles. 

In the next issue: Jon and Lars travel to the Arctic in a Toyota Tercel. 
WBANotice line Email Service 

Don't forget that members can use our e-mail address (wabutterflyassoc@gmail.com) for several 
convemences: 
► Reporting local sightings you feel might be of interest to other members. (If you think others might

have a chance of seeing the butterflies in the same area please be very clear on locations and directions.)
► Receive notice of local sightings that might be of interest to you.
► Butterfly-related questions. You can submit questions that will answered directly via e-mail, and which

may be used in our newsletter (anonymously if you prefer).
► Requesting that your e-mail be placed on a group list to be notified of special sightings, special WBA

program events such as book or i:ee shirt sales, and room or program changes for our monthly meetings.
(We guarantee tliat this will not be overused.)

All you need to do to be on the WBA Notice Line email list is send an e-mail from your email address. 
Note: This service is a membership benefit and your name will be removed if your membership expires. 
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Officers/Board Membe1'S 

!die Ulsh President/Programs 
Dave Nunnallee Vice President 
Richard Youel Secretary 
Spencer Smith Treasurer 
Kathe Watanabe Special Projects 
Jon Pelham Science Advisor 
Richard Lindstrom Field Trip Coordinator 
Tom O'Connell Writer/Reporter 
Jo Nunnallee Hospitality 
Vivian Gross Conference Coordinator 
Maureen Traxler Newsletter/Publicity 
NonBoard Position: Bob Hardwick is WBA Research Coordinator, organizing WBA field projects. 

Membership Application 

Washington Butterfly Association 
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https://wabutterflyassoc.org/membership/




