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cancel or postpone an outing if the weather will not permit a viable alternative. The 
flow of the season is also important, and to maintain the best possible schedule it may 
be necessary to adjust some trips to earlier or later dates to best match the seasonal 
weather patterns. WBA will make every effort to keep you informed of any changes. 
LEADERS 

The field trip leaders can be contacted at the following phone numbers: 
 
THE TRIPS 

July 13 Chumstick Mountain, Difficulty 1 
Leaders: Jon Pelham and Dave Nunnallee 
Most of us have enjoyed trips to this exceptional area in Chelan County, northwest of 
Wenatchee. This is some of the best butterfly habitat in the state. With a wide range 
of elevations from Swakane Canyon to the mountain top, only weather can prevent us 
from having a fine trip. Well over 50 species of butterflies are possible here. 
August 3 Twin Lakes, Whatcom County, Difficulty 1-3 (your choice) 
Leader: Dave Nunnallee 
Magnificent alpine mountain and lake scenery, together with a virtually unsampled 
butterfly fauna, promise to make this a thoroughly enjoyable trip of exploration and 
discove1y. Relax near the lake shore, or walk trails through flowery alpine meadows, 
and help us "discover" this scenic area north of Mount Baker, near the Canadian 
border. We need four-wheel-drive vehicles with moderate clearance to navigate part 
of the road. If you can drive such a vehicle please consider volunteering. 
August 10 Kachess Ridge, Difficulty 4 
Leader: Dave Nunnallee 
We will drive on back logging roads to the 5000 foot ridgetop between Lake Kachess 
and Lake Cle Elum in I<i.ttitas County, where the road ends in an old clearcut. Good 
trails, but ve1y steep in places, will take us about 1.5 miles into the ridgetop virgin 
forest and to some scenic, hidden wet meadows. This area is virtually unexplored for 
butterflies. The habitat looks very good, so we should find some nice surprises while 
we explore this exciting and scenic new area. 
September 7 Mount Townsend, Difficulty 4 
Leaders: Jon Pelham and Dave Nunnallee 
WBA has previously visited Mount Townsend on the northeast Olympic Peninsula, 
but this time we intend to hike a significant distance up the main mountain trail. This 
is a classic alpine Washington butterfly locality, with a number of subspecies that are 
found only in this area. The trail has been described as "unrelenting" in its climb up 
the mountain, but the butterflies, wildflowers and scenery should make it worthwhile. 
This area is just outside of the national park, so nets are pennitted. 

Confessions ot a 5eginning 5utterflier: Dragonflies b!:J Tom O'Connell 
There's a three-step transition dance which I've noted many of us butterfliers step 

to. First, we were intrigued by birds and became birders. Second, we observed that 
butterflies have many of the same chaims as birds and - slide and step - we found 
that we had become butterfliers. Third, while birding and butterflying in wetland 
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whitish to grey ground color ventrally, punctuated with dark spots or lines and 
sometimes orange spots or bands. In Washington there are 42 species of Lycaenids, 
16 of which are blues. 

The Western Tailed Blue is a common species in Washington, especially in meadows 
and along roads or other clearings in forested areas. Look for this pretty blue 
butterfly when the spring wildflowers are in fresh bloom, but remember that the tails 
are easily broken and often missing. Watch for this species in mixed aggregations of 
blues at mudding areas, or seeking nectar at flowers. 

The Western Tailed Blue occurs throughout much of Alaska, and south through 
western Canada and the western USA, extending slightly into Mexico. The species 
does not extend very far east of the Rocky Mountains in the US, but in Canada its 
range sweeps much further east to the Great Lakes. 

Adult-Ventral View 

The Western Tailed Blue first emerges in 
Washington in late March or early April 
and can be found through mid-July at 
higher elevations. The species is regarded 
as single-brooded this far north, but outlier 
sightings into late September strongly 
suggest that a small po1tion of the 
population may be double-brooded. The 
species overwinters as a mature larva or 
chrysalis, although reports in the literature 
are somewhat contradictory. 

The eggs are small, white or light green, 
of typical Lycaenid shape (like a squished tennis ball), and are laid singly at the base of 
flowers where pea pods will soon grow. In this area the favored food plants are Vicia 

Egg Laivae on Lathyrus pods 

(vetch) and Lathyms (wild sweet pea). Wben the larvae hatch they bore into the pea 
pods, eating both the pod and the internal peas. Contrary to reports in the literature, 
they do not always seal their entiy holes, and in fact may sometimes be found feeding 
on the exterior of the pea pod. 

The larvae are pale green with short white hairs and a two-tone white and brown 
ventrolateral line. At maturity the larva turns brown and enters diapause, its 
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Idie Ulsh President/Programs 
Dave Nunnallee Vice President 
Richard Youel Secretary 
Spencer Smith Treasurer 
Kathe Watanabe Special Projects 
Jon Pelham Science Advisor 
Tom O'Connell Writer/Reporter 
Jo Nunnallee Hospitality 
Vivian Gross Conference Coordinator 
l\1aureen Traxler Newsletter 
NonBoard Position: Bob Hardwick is WBA Research Coordinator, organizing WBA field projects. 
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