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*G'num is the official greeting of the Washington Butterfly Association. It is derived from the name of common
Washington butterfly food plants, belonging to the genus Erio9onum. 

WBA has several fun and interesting events planned for the first months of 2003. We hope
all of you will be able to join us for one or more of them.

W'f>A Meeting f rograms

\WA meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month. They are held at the UW
Center for Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle) and begin at 7:00 p.m. The
first fifteen minutes are used for social reception and viewing of displays.

January 1: New Year's Day-No WBA meeting.
February 5: Rearing and photographing immature stages of butterflies. Dave Nmmal/ee

March 5: 

April 2: 

May 7: 

Symbiotic relationship between butterflies and ants and the families that use
this relationship. D,: 1vlenill Peterson

Butterfly Anatomy. Jonathan Pelham

Butterfly Physiology. Jonathan Pelham

Januar::l 1 1, 2003

The second annual \WA Holiday Party is just around the corner. It will take place on the 
evening of Saturday, January 11, 2003 at Jon Pelham's home in Mountlake Terrace. Like the 
2001 party, this will be a potluck-the Board of Directors is supplying a smoked turkey­
you decide what you'd like to bring. We're also planning a white elephant gift exchange. If 
you'd like to join the exchange, bring an inexpensive gift, new or used, serious or silly. The 
last party was a lot of fun. Reminder postcards should have arrived in WBA members' 
mailboxes. .
, .. - ---- ----�-- ·---�- --- -----

i "Tropical" Field Trip to f acitic Science Center f)uttertl
::l 

House
F ebruar::J 8, 2003

Join us for a tropical field trip to the Pacific Science Center! \WA is holding its first-ever
winter field trip on Saturday, February 8, 2003 from 3:30-7:00 p.m. The Pacific Science
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Center is located at Seattle Center, 200 Second Avenue North in Seattle. Those who wish to 
carpool will meet at the Ravenna Park and Ride lot at 3:00. The Park and Ride is located on 
N.E. 65th Street under I-5. 

Entrance to the Science Center costs $9.00 for adults, $6.50 for seniors and juniors. The 
charge will be lower if we have a group of 15 or more. 

Bring your close-focus binoculars and camera if you are interested in practicing your 
close-up techniques. If you have guide books to neotropical areas or southeast Asia, bring 
them! 

The 2003 field trip schedule hasn't been determined yet, except that we will make our 
fourth annual foray to Schnebley Canyon* in March. The trip to Schnebley has become 
\'{IBA's traditional season opener. Schnebley is loved for being one of the earliest places in 
the state each year for butterflies-green hairstreaks start flying there in March. The date of 
the field trip depends on the weather.  More details will be available at the March 
membership meeting and on the \WA email notice line. 

*Schnebfey Canyon is 011tside of Kittitas, Washington.

!W5A Annual Conte re nee

Save the weekend of June 20-22, 2003 for \'{IBA's Fourth Annual Conference. This year's 
conference will be very special-the headquarters will be in Metalline Falls, in the northeast 
corner of the state. It's an area with some unique habitats and butterflies that aren't 
common in the west and central parts of Washington. Watch future issues of G'Nm11 for 
more information. 

In December, 2002, a coalition of conservation organizations, including the Xerces 
Society, petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to have three butterfly species listed as 
Endangered under the Endangered Species Act. The species are Taylor's checkerspot, 
Mardon skipper and island marble. 

These species are threatened by the loss of their native grassland habitat from causes such 
as agricultural and urban development, encroachment of trees, and spread of invasive plants. 
More than 90% of Puget Sound prairies, grasslands and oak woodlands have been destroyed; 
only three percent remain in relatively good health. Mace Vaughan, staff entomologist at the 
Xerces Society says, "If something isn't done soon to protect what remains of its unique 
grassland habitat, we likely will lose the Taylor's checkerspot in the next couple of years." 
Pesticide use, recreational activities and grazing pose additional threats to the butterflies. 

Scott Hoffman Black, Executive Director of the Xerces Society commented, "Butterflies 
are important environmental monitors. They are like the canary in the coal mine and show, 
once again, that these grassland ecosystems, and all of the species that depend on them, are 
in trouble." 

Pnge :2 
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Note: All photos are by David Nt11mallee. 

Our species profile for this issue is the Silver-bordered Fritillary, Bolo,ia selene. 

Fritillaries belong to the very large worldwide family Nymphalidae, the brushfoots. All 
fritillaries have a similar appearance dorsally, tawny-orange to carrot-orange with a complex 
pattern of black lines and dashes. "Frits" are divided into two groups, the greater fritillaries 
and the lesser fritillaries. The greater frits are generally larger and have oval spots, often 
silvered, on the ventral hindwing (vhw). The lesser frits are smaller and have white, or, in 
one Washington species, silvered, spots on the vhw which are not oval in shape. All greater 
frits in Washington belong to the genus Speye,ia, and all lessers are in the genus Boloria. The 
smallest Speyeria (S. 111ormo11ia) is about the same size as the average female Boloria. In 
Washington we have eight species of greater frits and six species oflessers. 

B. Selene-Adult, Ventral B. Selene-Adult, Dorsal

Of our six lesser fritillaries only two are widespread and easily found, while the other four 
are localized to rare. Boloria selene is one of our localized species, found in only a few places 
in the state, generally boggy habitats where violets grow. One tiny, localized population is 
found just southeast of Yakima at the Moxee Bog, a tiny relict population probably left over 
from the last ice age. This area is protected by the Nature Conservancy, but butterfly 
numbers are shrinking and the colony 'is unstable. More robust Silver-bordered Fritillary 
populations are found in Okanogan County, particularly in the Mary Ann Creek area east of 
Oroville. Boloria selene is a candidate for listing in Washington, and in some other states, such 
as Illinois, scientists are attempting to reintroduce this species to areas where it was earlier 
extirpated by agricultural practices. 

The Silver-bordered Fritillary is circumboreal. In North America it occurs widely across 
parts of Alaska and much of Canada, extending south into the northern part of the U.S. 
across the entire counU}', Along the Rocky Mountains its range dips the farthest south, into 
northern New Mexico. In Washington the Silver-bordered Fritillary can be found in 
Okanogan County and in the far northeast corner of the State, and tiny relict populations 
occur in at least five seep or bog areas across the Columbia Basin. 
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Jon's primary purpose for visiting the British Museum is research. For the past twenty or 
so years, Jon has been working on a catalog of the butterflies of the United States and 
Canada. The catalog is much more than a list of the names of the butterflies-it includes the 
current name of each species; the earliest name and original description of each species with 
bibliographic references to the first publication that identified each species; the original name 
combination (family, genus, species); Jon's comments and analysis of the development of 
knowledge about the species with more references to the literature and location of materials; 
identification of the lectotype*; and a bibliography. This catalog also includes information 
about all the synonyms and subspecies of each species. The British Museum holds original 
materials that are not available elsewhere that are essential to Jon's work. 

Two publishers have expressed interest in Jon's butterfly catalog, which is approximately 
1300 pages. Jon hopes his book will elicit discussion and help lepidopterists understand the 
names of butterflies so that, in Jon's words, "names will no longer be so important, and we 
can study biology and the organisms themselves." 

The meeting with the other scientists will center on another of Jon's projects: a catalog of 
butterfly family groupings. This catalog lists all the family groups that have been proposed 
with a bibliography. Jon and the others will discuss future plans for the arrangement of 
butterfly families. 

*Editor's Note: A lectotype is defined as a specimen designated as the individual
physical specimen chosen to represent a species or subspecies.

Beautiful and stylish WBA tee shirts are available! Two designs can be ordered: a bright 
blue shirt with an Indra Swallowtail design and the WBA name; and a dark green shirt from 
the 2002 Annual Conference with a California Sister design. Shirts are $15.00. If you'd like 
a shirt, contact 

Don't forget to sign up for WBA's notice line. It's a members-only service that offers the 
opportunity to hear about WBA activities, local butterfly sightings (in season, of course), 
notice of room or program changes for the monthly WBA meetings, and other interesting 
things. 

If so, WBA would like to know. We are starting a collection of the back issues of the 
North American Butterfly Association publication, American B11tte,jlies. Issues will be 
available for members to borrow. 
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Richard Youel President 
Dave Nunnallee Vice President 
Mardell Moore Secretary 
Marty Hanson Treasurer 
Idie Ulsh Programs 
Kathe Watanabe Membership 
Jon Pelham Science Advisor 
Tom O'Connell Writer/Reporter 
Jo Nunnallee Hospitality 
Ma1y Maxwell-Young Social Events 
Maureen Traxler Newsletter 
NonBoard Position: Bob Hardwick is WBA Research Coordinator, organizing WBA 
field projects.  

Membership Application 

https://wabutterflyassoc.org/membership/
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