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WBA meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month. They are held at the UW Center 
for Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle) and begin at 7:00 p.m. The first fifteen 
minutes are used for social reception and viewing of displays. 

April 2: 

May 7: 

June 4: 

Butterfly Anatomy by Jonathan Pelham 

Butterfly Physiology by Jonathan Pelham 

Recovery Program for Endangered Oregon Silverspot, Speyeria zerene hippolyta 
by Erin S11/livan, Woodland Park Zoo 

You are all enthusiastically invited to the Fourth Annual Washington Butterfly Association 
Conference. This year we're visiting a particularly beautiful area in the northeast corner of 
Washington State. Species you may have difficulty finding elsewhere, like the silver-bordered fritillary 
(Boloria selene) or Queen Alexandra's sulphur (Colias alexandra), you'll find in abundance here. Skipper 
enthusiasts will be charmed by the 14 species found in Pend Oreille County. The chryxus arctic 
(Oeneis chryxus) and a different type of margined white (Pieris 111argi11alis) are likely to make 
appearances. The moist boreal forests and boggy meadows provide habitat for species in numbers 
similar to those found in the Rocky Mountains-but it's all here in our own state. 

Act now to mail in the registration form included with this issue of G'N,1111 . And please note, you 
will need to make your own room reservations; accommodations are limited so do it today! The 
registration form includes lodging information. 

Metaline Falls is a picruresque, historic town on the beautiful Pend Oreille River. In this remote 
location, accommodations are limited, and there may be competition for rooms from seasonal mine 
workers. It's imperative that you reserve a room as soon as possible. Some motels are 

unwilling to guarantee rooms unril after the mine workers are sertled, in mid-May. We look forward 
to seeing you there! 

If you have questions about the conference, 

We are looking forward to another exciting field season in 2003. We're ve1y pleased to welcome 
back Richard Lindstrom as Field Trip Chair. 
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WHERE & WHEN TO MEET: Trips to western Washington destinations will depart from the 
Ravenna Park & Ride at 7:00 a.m. unless expressly stated otherwise. The park & ride is located under 
I-5 at Ravenna Blvd between NE 50th & NE 65th St. We meet in the north half of the park & ride.

Eastern Washington trips will also leave Ravenna at 7:00 am, but on request will also stop at the 
Issaquah Park & Ride at 7:30 a.m. To reach the Issaquah Park & Ride, take I-90 east to Issaquah, 
exit to the south via Exit 16, and go 3 blocks. The Park & Ride is on the left. 
SIGN UPS: Members or non-members can sign up for field trips at any WBA monthly meeting. 
People can also sign up by contacting  If you need to cancel, please remember to contact Richard 
as soon as you can so another person can take your place, and so that the group does not wait 
unnecessarily for you at the park & ride. 
FIELD TRIP PROTOCOLS: All field trips are conducted by carpool-without the volunteer 
participation of drivers the trips are not possible. If you have a car you are willing to drive, please 
have the gas tank full and ready to go. Passengers are expected to share gasoline expenses. 

Please tend to any personal matters, such as getting breakfast, coffee or gasoline, before the 
departure time so others are not delayed. 

All WBA-sponsored field trips are fully insured through our parent organization, NABA. 
The trip leader will collect a voluntary donation of $5 per person (children free) for each field trip 

to help offset expenses of the organization. 
SCHEDULING & WEATHER: Weather is always a major factor for planning butterfly trips in 
Washington, particularly March through June. The key to dealing with weather is flexibility; our 
leaders reserve the right to make last-minute itinerary changes in order to provide you with the best 
possible butterfly experience. On occasion it may be necessary to cancel or postpone an outing if the 
weather does not permit a viable alternative. The flow of the season is also important, and it may be 
necessary to adjust some trips to earlier or later dates to best match the seasonal weather patterns. 
WBA will make eve , effort to kee ou informed of an chan es. 
Date 

May10 

May 17 

June 14 

June 29 

July 12 

July 19 

Destination 

Cowiche Canyon 

Swakane Canyon 

Quincy Lakes (Note: This is a special trip-we will be joined by Dr. 
Dennis Paulson, an expert on dragonflies.) 

NABA 4th of July Butterfly Count (See following article) 

Lion Rock WBA Butterfly Count 

Quartz Mountain 

Crystal Mtn with optional chair lift ride for higher elevation butterflies 

WBA members are invited to join the 2003 Annual Chumstick Mountain NABA Fourth of July 
Butterfly Count on Sunday, June 29, 2003. Butterfly counters will meet and register at 9:30 at the 
WSDOT Easy Street Park-and-Pool Lot at the north end of Wenatchee. The lot is located at the 
junction of Easy Street and Highway 2 (97), across Easy Street from the USPS Wenatchee National 
Forest Supervisor's Office Building. Area maps, count forms, and butterfly identification guides will 
be available, and a $3.00 fee will be collected from each participant. Car pools from Seattle will be 
arranged. 

Groups will form for the various routes to the summit of Chumstick Mountain. Each group will 
travel by auto on unimproved dirt roads between viewing sites. At each viewing site, we will walk 
about in the roadway, meadows, and openings in the forest to view the butterflies. 

Weather permitting, the count will conclude at about 4:30 p.m., with all groups converging on 
Chumstick Summit (5,810 ft.). At this glorious old Forest Service Lookout site, we'll combine our 
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data, confirm the identity of any "mystery'' butterflies, and share a watermelon feast while enjoying 
the stunning view of the Stewart Range. The air temperature at that altitude can be cool, so bring a 
warm jacket. 

Gear for this trip is the same as for WBA field trips. Bring your lunch and a canteen of water. 
Wear outdoor clothes, sturdy footwear and bring a warm jacket. Sun protection (wide-brimmed hat, 
long sleeves, long pants) is appropriate. Close-focusing binoculars are best for viewing butterflies. 
Bring them if you have a pair. If you don't, sharing is part of the fun. 

This North American Butterfly Association program is intended to promote interest in butterflies. 
A fee of $3.00 will be collected from each adult participant to defray NABA's costs of printing forms 
and programs. 

More information on NABA and the count program is available at the website at www.naba.org. 

Unfortunately the late publication date of this issue of G'NlfnI means you are reading this 
announcement too late to attend, but we want you to know that David Williams read from his 
upcoming book on the natural history of Seattle at the Burke Museum on April 24, 2003. It was his 
first ever public reading from his book, and we hope some of you were able to attend. 

Many of you know that David has been working over the past couple of years on a book about 
natural history in Seattle. This book, which will be published by West Winds Press in 2005, will mix 
together personal musings, natural history interpretation, and scientific observations. David will tell 
of animals we see daily, of plants we take for granted, and of the rocks under our feet. His goal is to 
examine the relationships between humans and the flora, fauna, and landscape that make up the 
natural environment of Seattle. 

The reading was supported in part by the Cultural Development Authority of King County and the 
Seattle Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs. 

On March 5, 2003, an audience of WBA members were treated to a presentation by Dr. Merrill 
Peterson of Western Washington University about the associations between butterfly larvae and ants. 
This article attempts to summarize the presentation although it cannot adequately convey all the 
information from Dr. Peterson's talk and slides. 

According to Dr. Peterson, 75 percent of the world's lycaenid species associate with ants. Some of 
these associations are obligate (meaning the creatures can survive only when the association exists); 
some are facultative (meaning the association is beneficial, but not essential). Ants are interested in 
such associations because butterfly larvae secrete nutritive substances such as amino acids and sugars. 
In return, the ants serve the larvae as a well-organized militia defending them from predators and 
parasites. 

Butterfly larvae need special adaptations to survive an association with ants-ants tend to be 
prickly creatures, and they produce formic acid. Some butterfly species are adapted to communicate 
with ants; others have adapted feeding habits that reduce their vulnerability to ants. Examples of 
adaptations are the thick cuticle (skin) of many lycaenid larvae. Lycaenid larvae also tend to be slow­
moving which may mean they are less likely to provoke ant attacks. Some scientists believe the 
butterfly larvae are even able to fool the ants by producing chemical signatures or stridulations that 
resemble those of ant larvae. Some larvae are adapted to resemble ant larvae so precisely that the 
ants carry them into the ant nest and rear them as part of their brood. Of course, the ants discover 
the ruse and danger arises when the larvae in the nest mature into adult butterflies. 

The larvae have several organs that contribute to their ant associations. They have a dorsal nectary 
organ on their seventh abdominal segment that secretes sugars and amino acids that attract ants. 
Many lycaenids also possess port cupola organs that may produce pheromones that communicate 
information to ants, sometimes called "appeasement pheromones". These pheromones may be 
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Tom O'Connell Writer/Reporter 
Jo Nunnallee Hospitality 
Mary Maxwell-Young Social Events 
Maureen Traxler Newsletter 
NonBoard Position: Bob Hardwick is WBA Research Coordinator, 

Membership Application 

https://wabutterflyassoc.org/membership/




