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We are pleased to introduce our Mission Statement in this issue. The WBA Board worked 
hard to identify the key words that we believe express the essential qualities of our 
organization. Science has been a particular strength of our chapter and, as you know, 
enjoyment pervades everything we do. Butterflies are our central focus, of course, and 
they lead us to a world of related things though awareness of their ecology. All this is 
advocated through conservation and communicated through education. These important 
words were brought together in a concise statement expressing our mission. So, here it is: 

The Washington Butterfly Association is devoted to scientific 
understanding and enjoyment of butterflies and their ecology through 
conservation and education. 

We hope it will serve as a guide and an inspiration to us. 

WBA is offering attractive logo patches for sale. They are fabric patches, 3 inches by 3-1/ 4 
inches, with the WBAlogo and name in green and white on a royal blue background. Many thanks 
to Mary Maxwell-Young for designing and acquiring the patches. You can order patches by sending 
$7.00 per patch to Washington Butterfly Association, P. 0. Box 31317, Seattle,WA 98103. Make 
checks payable to Washington Butterfly Association. 

WBA meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month. They are held at the UW Center 
for Urban Horticulture (3501 NE 41st Street, Seattle) and begin at 7:00 p.m. The first fifteen 
minutes are used for social reception and viewing of displays. 

J_uly 2: Informal showing of pictures from WBA Members' Travels-Bring your photos 
and slides, or just sit back and enjoy some armchair travel. 

August 6: Butterflies and Wildlife of the Catalonia Region of Spain. Ian Young and 
Mary Maxwell-Young 

September 3: Share the Wealth: Butterfly Slides from Members. Bring your own slides for 
show and/or identification. Don't miss this one-it's always fun and informative! 

October 1: Adventures in Australia. Dave and Jo Nunnallee 

We're having a marvelous field season this year! We're finding lots of butterflies, and the weather 
has been remarkablv cooperative. We hope vnu'll be able to ioin us on some of the upcoming trips. 

Date Destination 

July 12 Lion Rock WBA Butterfly Count 

July 19 Quartz Mountain 

August 2 Crystal Mountain with optional chair lift ride for higher elevation 
butterflies 

August 16 Mount Townsend 
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diversity of grasses, they have high hopes.for this site· as the season progresses. The third site is the 
"Triangle", which is a prairie between South Creek and Muck Creek 

As of press time, the WBA team had not seen any of the target species. However, it was too 
early for the Puget blues, and the Nature Conservancy team had found healthy populations of P. 

mmlonin a part of the studyarea off-limits to WBA (the artillery impact area). 

According to Bob Hardwick, "We have seen first hand the great job the Conversancy is doing in 
restoring the prairie lands. They have been actively burning and mowing prairie areas to rid them of 
the Scotch Broom, which can totally destroy a prairie. They also have introduced butterlly food 
plants into the prairie such as paintbrush and lupines to encourage their spread throughout the 
prairie. The Conservancy is working hard to set aside as much land as the government will allow so 
the lands will have a maximum chance of being restored. We have seen healthy populations of the 
Silvery Blue in all of the prairies we have seen, and in most places the ringlet is also present. We will 
continue to work throl!ghout the summer to see how the prairie changes with the seasons." 

The team is looking for more members. The tentative schedule is to study the area every 10 to 
12 days until fall. Since the butterlly species emerge at different times of the season, the area will be 
constantly changing. They plan to make most visits during the week, so as not to conflict with 
regular WBA field trips. 

WBA would win hands down! 

I'm just speculating here. If there were to be a contest among NABA chapters, we'd win 
easily. That is, if the contest fairly tested all-around activities related to butterflies. Of course, we 
couldn't compete with Arizona or Southern California or Florida chapters on, say, the number of 
native species identified in a given )"ar by members of the chapter. But if the contest examined all 
kinds of explorations of butterflies in a given )"ar, I say we'd win. 

Does this sound like braggadocio? Well, it is based on conversations I've had with members of 
other chapters at the two national NABA conferences I've attended. Other chapters seem to have • 
nothing like the variety of activities we have. They typically seem to get together only for field trips 
during the months when their butterflies are flying. They don't have professional members and 
seasoned semi-pros who give stimulating educational presentations at monthly meetings )"ar round, 
as we do. They don't seem to pay much attention to the early stages of a butterlly's development 
before it begins to fly. Nor do they have counteiparts of our !die Ulsh who know all the local 
professionals in fields related to butterflies and who invite those pros to come and lecture to their 
memberships. (I'm not going to even mention our parties.) 

. They go butterllying. So do we. But, in addition, we learn how to become amateur 
lepidopterists. 

SE 39th Street- Fall City 
WBA members who live in the King County area have a good butterll:0ng area nearby. Gose to Fall Gty 
is a natural area that has been a favorite of Idie Ulsh for rnany)"ars. Those of you who have taken Idie's 
Beginning Butterfl:0ng class may have visited this spot on the course field trip. Idie has identified at least 
24 species of butterflies at this location, which is quite a few for the wet side of the mountains. 
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From the west or east: Take I-90 to the Preston exit. Go left if you've come from the west, or go 
right if you've come from the east. Goss over the freeway and follow this road through Preston and into 
FallGty. 

From the north: Take 520 east to Redmond, turn right just past Marymoor Park onto the 
Redmond-Fall Gty Road and continue to Fall Gty. 

Once you're in Fall Gty, follow Hwy E 202 over the bridge in the direction of Snoqualmie Falls. 
Immediately over the bridge turn left onto Hwy N 203 (also called Fall Gty-Carnation Road). After .2 
miles, turn right onto S.E. 39th Place and JOU're there. 

Look for butterllies along the road by the slough, then park at the gate at the end of the road. Hike 
up the hill; you can make a loop trip if JOU turn left at the top and walk along the bigcle path. H JOU turn 
right at the top of the hill, the bike path crosses a ravine and comes out to another access road 

Reecer Creek Road 

A favorite butterllying spot in central Washington is Reecer Qeek Road, just outside Ellensburg. 
Reecer Qeek Road is a good area to look for butterflies early in the season. The Road passes through flat 
pasturelands near town. Following the Road away from town takes you into the Wenatchee National 
Forest, towanl Lion Rock and Table Mountain. You can find may species eady in the butterlly season. 
Even on Ellensburg's famously windy days there are sheltered spots that hold lots of butterllies. As the 
season progresses, JOU can continue along the Road to higher elevations, eventuallyto Table Mountain. 

Directions to Reecer Creek Road. 
From the west: Exit I-90 at Exit 106, (designated 97 North- Wenatchee). Turn left at the top of 
the exit ramp. 0-oss over the freeway, come to a four-way stop at Dolar Way. From the stop sign, 
drive approximately .7 miles to Reecer 0-eek Road. Turn left onto Reecer Oeek Road at the 
opposite side of an overpass. 

From the east: Exit I-90 at Exit 106, (designated 97 North- Wenatchee). Turn right at the 
end of the exit ramp, come to a four-way stop at Dolar Way. From the stop sign, drive .7 miles to 
Reecer 0-eek Road. Tum left onto Reecer 0-eek Road at the opposite side of an overpass. 

Note: We'd like to include more· field trip destinations in future issues of G'Num. 

If you have a spot you'd like to share with other WBA members, 

The popular "Butterllies and Blooms" exhibit has returned to Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. The 
exhibit includes free-flying adult butterflies in different habitats, eclosion houses for pupae, and an 
outdoor demonstration garden of butterfly plants. Zoo honiculturists, docents and other volunteers 
are on hand to answer questions and further guide learning experiences. 

The Zoo is located at N. 50th Street and Fremont Avenue N. in Seattle. It's open every day, 
including holidays. You can get more information by calling (206) 684-4800, or visiting the Zoo's 
web site at http://www.zoo.org 
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Note: The annual election of officers is scheduled for the WBA Annual Conference, which is 
after this issue of G'Num went to press. We will report on the election and other conference 
activities in the next issue. 
Richard Youel President 
Dave Nunnallee Vice President 
Mardell Moore Secretary 
11arty Hanson Treasurer 
Idie Ulsh Programs 
Kathe Watanabe Membership 
Jon Pelham Science Advisor 
Tom O'Connell Writer/Reporter 
Jo Nunnallee Hospitality 
MaiyMaxwell-Young Social Events 
Maureen Traxler Newsletter 
NonBoard Position: Bob Hardwick is WBA Research Coordinator, organizing WBA field 
projects. 

Membership Application 

https://wabutterflyassoc.org/membership/




